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enough to set naturally, a careful judge will use other
means, as far as possible, to equalise their appearance
rapidly, and this is best done by pressing the new top
severely for as long as possible. If a top 12 inches in
diameter and 6 inches thick be laid on its side and
pressed until it is only 4 inches thick it will naturally
increase in diameter, and if such increase be only 1 inch
it is obvious that the length of each of the exterior
wraps of sliver must have been extended 1 inch in
every 12 inches; and if it remain in that position for a
few hours the heavy pressure will cause the fibres to
set sufficiently to give the buyer a fair chance to esti-
mate its quality approximately.
This pressing is best done in a simple screw press,
in which one or more balls can be placed, one above
the other, separated by boards; or the top may be placed
between two boards of suitable width, with sufficient
weights on the upper one to give the required pressure.
When comparing tops it is always best to take the
sliver from the outside of the ball and not from the
centre, for it is obvious that when the bobbin, on which
the top is built, is pulled out, the inner layers of sliver
must contract to fill up the hole. All pressure will
thus be removed from the first few yards near the centre:
they seldom appear alike in any two balls, and they                        , r*
always look more curly than the straight  sliver on                      ;U1
the outside of the ball, where it is always kept at the                       , ! &
same tension at which it was wound by the gill-box,                         ' Jtf
so that, in the course of three weeks, the fibre will set                        ' |"
permanently in the position in which it is held.    It is                           |f
true that the extreme outside layers are apt to dry                        '^ 1
and become somewhat fuzzy with being handled, how-                        |   Y
ever slightly; but if these few yards of sliver are removed,                      v,' /
the underlying layers will be found to be straight and                       ^  |t'
smooth, pressed by the outer layers into the very best
condition for comparison.